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freedom about the Army because, after all, we have the Navy,
which is, I believe, in a very good condition, although no doubt
capable of improvement. We have the Air Force, of which I have
spoken. The Army is not a vital weapon. England will not be
saved or cast away by the condition of our armies, although every
effort must be made to improve them. I say that the equipment
of the Regular Army is deplorable. I think it is almost unbelievable,
after three years of rearming, that it should be in the present
condition. I am not attacking the Secretary of State but I am
stating the facts. Take the mechanised cavalry. Take the first
mobile division—the only mobile division. The establishment of
that division should be 700 light caterpillar vehicles and tanks.
How many have we got ? I should like the Secretary of State to
be able to assure us that we have one-tenth or even one-twentieth
in serviceable condition, with guns, gun mountings and all appur-
tenances. Mark you, all these regiments have been mechanised
for over three years. They have been mechanised in a sense;
that is to say, their horses were taken away from them. Yet
their condition the other day in the crisis was such that it is no
exaggeration to say that they were very largely unarmed. Take
the battalions of the Guards, too. The establishment of a battalion
is 52 light machine-guns and 24 anti-tank rifles. How many have
they got ? I am not going to mention figures. I content myself
by saying that they have only a small fraction of this equipment.
If these wretched conditions prevail in the leading and most
famous units in the Regular Army, what do you suppose is the
state of the line regiments ? What do you suppose is the condition
of the Territorial Force ? Why, two and a half years ago, when the
expansion plan was announced and the rearmament plan was
begun, I said—and I was not contradicted—that the equipment
of the Territorial Force with modern weapons was planned not
to begin until 1940. Nothing was done to rectify that position.
Recruiting for all branches of the Army has greatly improved.
As the danger threatens this country, so the patriotic spirit of its
young men revives. The weeks of crisis are the weeks of the best
enlistment; but how scandalous, when men are coming forward, this
rich country is pouring out its money, and this vast and flexible when
British industry is waiting at the service of Ministers., that the
Government, a National Government above all, is unable to provide
them with modern weapons and fighting equipment. The wh®le busi-
ness of supplying the British Army is a petty operation compared with
the strength of the country and with its industry; yet, in the face of
this lamentable failure, after three years, it is represented to us that

